


Friends and Supporters,

It’s hard to believe it’s been 20 years since 13 local children’s advocacy 
center (CAC) directors put their heads together to create a statewide 
organization that would unite child abuse professionals and stakeholders 
across Texas behind the integrated, team approach offered through the 
CAC model. Could that baker’s dozen of compassionate visionaries 
have imagined a day when Texas would be home to 68 CACs? Or that 
more than half a million children would have been served in those two 
decades? 

They’re too modest to admit it, but those leaders set in motion an 
organization that is hitting its stride as we set our sights on the next 20 
years. With your continued support, Children’s Advocacy Centers™ of 
Texas (CACTX) will continue to restore the lives of abused children as 
we provide information, integration and inspiration. 

Throughout our rich history, CACTX has lived out a fierce devotion to 
the children’s well-being by relentlessly pursuing best practices, bolstered 
by research and delivered through some of the most thorough training in 
the industry.

The hallmark service provided by CACs, the forensic interview, involves 
a semi-structured process that relies on well-trained CAC personnel. 
Over the years, our training offerings for these professionals have 
increased sevenfold and its positive impact has kept pace. After years of 
assisting our centers in building one of the most robust and well-trained 
networks of professional forensic interviewers, CACTX has embarked 
on programming intended to build an equal level of depth within the 

clinical services and aftercare provided to children and families. To ensure 
Texans are aware of these lifesaving services, we have also expanded our 
efforts to spread the word to legislators, key stakeholders, professionals 
who work with children, and more.

Since the beginning, the success of our efforts has been fueled by a 
growing group of generous supporters. In our most recent fundraising 
effort, they rallied to provide some $1.2 million to help Texas CACs 
implement trauma-informed, evidence-based care in a way that’s 
measurable, repeatable and, most importantly, effective. Your role in 
that effort is greatly appreciated. 

As we marvel at what we’ve all done together over the past twenty years, 
we face a set of even bigger challenges over the next two decades. Will we 
reach the vulnerable children living in our state’s unserved or underserved 
counties? Will we introduce even more partners to the importance of 
integrated team investigations and services? Can we continue to build 
relationships with thought leaders to ensure we remain on the leading 
edge of therapeutic innovation? 

We will if we take our game up a notch. 

Fortunately, we have the best possible team of employees, member 
centers, multidisciplinary partners, volunteers, and supporters like you 
who will get us there. Working together, we’ll draw encouragement from 
the positive impact we’ve had on the lives of countless young men and 
women and inspiration from the promise of a world where child abuse is 
but a memory. 

Thank you for joining us on that journey.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Michael McMurray
Immediate Past 
President



OUR STORY AND VISION

BY THE NUMBERS

68% Sexual Abuse
12% Physical Abuse
10% At Risk
6% Child Witness
2% Sexual & Physical 
Abuse

1% Neglect
<1% Child 
Fatality

1% Other

TYPES OF ABUSE RELATIONSHIP TO VICTIM

26% Known Non-Relative
24% Biological Parent
20% Other Relative
9% Step Parent

6% Sibling
3% Relationship Unknown
2% Step Sibling
2% Stranger

8% Paramour of Parent <1% Adoptive/Foster Parent

A PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP

48%
6-12

26%
13-17

26%
0-5

CHILD CLIENT AGE CHILD CLIENT GENDER CHILD CLIENT ETHNICITY

33%
Male

67%
Female

40%
Hispanic

39%
White

14%
Black

<1% Ages 18+ <1% Native American

<1% Unknown

1% Asian

<1% Other

6% Multi-Racial

In FY 13, for every $1 the state appropriated, Texas CACs raised an 

additional $5 from other public and private sources.

Far too many children grow up in a world 
of anger, violence and hopelessness, where 
the grownups who should protect them are 
actually the greatest threat to their physical 
and emotional safety. On average, one in 
every six boys in our state will be the victim 
of sexual abuse, as will one in every four girls. 

For too long, victimized children have 
endured the pain of abuse and the 
secondary prison of shame. In years past, 
it was not uncommon that children who 
decided to speak out were re-traumatized 
by their contact with the civil and criminal 
justice system through a seemingly endless 
series of interviews, conducted by one 
well-meaning stranger after another.

Children’s advocacy centers were created 
to reduce that discomfort, conducting 
carefully structured forensic interviews to 
objectively capture a child’s testimony for 
use by investigators and prosecutors. CACs 
also integrate teams from across different 
investigative agencies for information sharing 
and effective case development. 

As child victims attempt to move past 
their traumatic experiences toward healing, 

CACs offer evidence-based treatment, 
originally developed for post-traumatic 
stress disorder in combat veterans. Young 
people actually graduate from such 
therapeutic programs, with a strong sense 
of accomplishment, and a strengthened 
emotional toolkit.

This “graduation” not only makes room for 
more children in already crowded therapy 
programs, it also marks an end point where 
graduates have successfully worked through 
their trauma and developed the skills that 
will allow them to live life with new hope.

This good work takes place all across 
Texas at 68 individual CACs working 
in collaboration with our organization 
in a united effort to provide integrated 
care, justice and healing for child abuse 
victims. As the local centers directly assist 
tens of thousands of young people every 
year, CACTX maintains the big picture, 
providing a unified voice, identifying and 
integrating best practices, and promoting 
standards across the state.

This integrated approach is bearing fruit in 
changed lives all across Texas. 



2013 IN REVIEW
2013 was a time of sustained growth and maturation across the organization. Highlights include:

68 centers served nearly 40,000 children.

CAC coverage expanded to 9 new Texas counties.

Secured funding for and delivered 25 mobile forensic 
interview kits into the field for use with children in 
remote areas of the state.

Introduced new Multi-Session Forensic Interviewing 
Curriculum to accommodate special populations 
including victims of human trafficking, children with 
disabilities, and clients with diverse cultural backgrounds.

Successfully advocated for the admissibility of prior 
similar offenses in child sexual abuse cases (SB 12).

Increased Texas standards for CACs in the Texas 
Family Code (SB 245).

Launched Women of Courage, a membership circle 
and ambassador program whose members raised 
almost $50,000 to support CACTX and member 
centers.

Partnered with the UT School of Social Work to 
develop a roadmap for how to increase access to medical 
evaluations for child victims.

Delivered over 700 hours of specialized training to child 
abuse professionals.

$420,000 was invested in clinician training.

110 trained clinicians treated more than 1,500 children.

Trauma symptoms and depression scores dropped an 
average of 50% after 15 sessions.

State funding for CACs increased by 25%. 

Processed and paid a record number of funding 
reimbursement requests to local centers.

Granted $220,000 from our private endowment to 
fund innovative projects at local CACs.



LOOKING AHEAD

FINANCIALS

STATEMENT OF 
FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 

SUPPORT AND REVENUE 
Contributions, including 9,152,066
Grants & Contracts
In-Kind Contributions –        
Membership Dues 89,800
Events 62,215
Program Services/Registration Fees  156,736
Other Income/Investment Income 816,253
TOTAL REVENUE  10,277,070
FROM OPERATIONS
 
EXPENSES 
Program Services  8,903,362
Management and General  384,415
Fundraising  160,425
TOTAL EXPENSES  9,448,202
FROM OPERATIONS

*CACTX bene�ted from additional revenue from 
endowment distributions and prior year contributions.

STATEMENT OF
FINANCIAL POSITION 

ASSETS

Cash and Short-Term Investments 387,930
Receivables, net 875,652
Prepaid Expenses/Other 30,610
Land, Building & Equipment, net 1,798,589
Endowments/Investments 7,229,953
TOTAL ASSETS  10,322,734
 
LIABILITIES 
Accounts Payable and 803,912
Accrued Expenses
Deferred Revenue 121,860
Total Liabilities  925,772
 
NET ASSETS 
Unrestricted 3,121,295
Temporarily Restricted 1,275,667
Permanently Restricted 5,000,000
Total Net Assets 9,396,962
TOTAL LIABILITIES 10,322,734
& NET ASSETS:

For the period September 1, 2012 through August 31, 2013

Given our track record over the past two 
decades, we see no reason to slow down 
in 2014. Instead, we’ll work even harder 
to improve our processes, maximize the 
benefits for our member centers, and 
ensure the highest quality of care for child 
victims of abuse. Our goals include:

Leverage the UT research 
partnership to improve the state’s below 
average rate of medical evaluations for 
child victims of sexual abuse. CACTX will 
partner with children’s hospitals, medical 
professionals and local centers to develop 
best practices, policy changes and training 
modules.

Leverage telemedicine 
partnership with the University of 
California, Davis, to train 25 CACs 
on Parent-Child Interaction Therapy 
(PCIT). CACTX is the first state chapter 
to introduce this intervention statewide, 
which incorporates coaching for caregivers 
and parents dealing with behavioral issues 
in young trauma victims. Research shows 
that PCIT can reduce recurrence rates of 
child abuse from 49% to 19%.

Train 40 interviewers and inform 
all CACs on the multi-session forensic 
interview protocol we designed to 

accommodate the needs of human 
trafficking victims, very young children, 
children with disabilities, children with 
diverse cultural backgrounds and/or 
children who have suffered extreme trauma.
Leverage technology to train, equip 
and encourage multidisciplinary teams 
(MDTs) to enhance their integrated 
approach to working these cases, which is 
the heart and soul of the CAC model. 
Expand the CAC footprint to fulfill 
our new commitment to the Department 
of Family and Protective Services as they 
investigate child abuse in state health 
facilities, foster homes and day care centers. 
2 new CACs will begin operations, 
providing services to almost 350 
additional children each year.
Continue engagement with 
policy makers and industry leaders in 
conversations about the ever-changing 
healthcare landscape and the impact on 
child victims.
Expand public awareness through 
our “Courage to Report. Courage to 
Heal.” campaign, emphasizing individual 
responsibility to speak up and the 
beneficial long term impact of early 
intervention and healing.



OUR PARTNERS
GUARDIAN

FRIENDS FOUNDATIONS PUBLIC PARTNERS IN KIND

DEFENDER CHAMPION

AMBASSADOR

Bank of the West
Children’s Hospital 
Association of Texas

McLane Children’s Hospital 
at Scott & White

Maxwell Locke & Ritter LLP
Independent Bankers 
Association of Texas

Texas Cable Association
Voice Products, Inc.

Dodge Jones Foundation
Texas Bar Foundation

RGK Foundation
Shield-Ayres Foundation

Children’s Assessment Center Foundation

Gray Reed and McGraw, PC
Time Warner Cable

Texas Children’s Justice Act
National Children’s Alliance

Office of the Attorney General
Office of the Governor, CJD

Southern Regional CAC



CACTX LEADERSHIP
CACTX BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS –  
EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE
Victoria Ford, President, Austin
Mike Keener, President-elect, 

Houston
Jeff Burdett, Vice President, 

Austin
Joe Cosgrove, Secretary, Austin
Doug Mueller, Treasurer, 

Houston
Michael McMurray, Past 

President, Sylvania, OH
Michael Kelsheimer, Dallas
Stacey Zoll, Austin

BOARD MEMBERS
Michelle Apodaca, Austin
Jason Belew, Austin
Bobbi Bilnoski, Dallas
Michelle Carter, Belton
Dr. Victoria Constance, Conroe
Dale Cox, Austin
Chris Cronn, Austin
Lynn Davis, Dallas
Jane Donovan, Frisco
Jeff Jeter, Austin
Jim Kimbell, Houston
Gean Leonard, League City
Anita Minor, Grapevine
Bill Moss, Houston
Martha Nuckols, Sherman
Ned Ross, Austin
Charles Stuart, Austin
Marion Tanner, Beaumont
Lasse Wågene, Houston

EX-OFFICIO BOARD 
MEMBERS
Audrey Deckinga, TDFPS 

Assistant Commissioner for 
Child Protective Services, 
Austin

Lee Hon, Polk County District 
Attorney, Livingston

Jerry Strickland, Office of the 
Attorney General of Texas, 
Austin

CACTX EXECUTIVE 
STAFF
Joy Hughes Rauls,  

Executive Director
Clay Newman,  

Associate Director
Catherine Bass,  

Director of Program Services
Christina Green,  

Director of Public Affairs
Cherisse Robison,  

Director of Grants 
Management

WOMEN OF COURAGE
The Honorable Florence Shapiro
Jane Donovan, Chair
Michelle Apodaca
Amy Barbee
Bobbi Bilnoski
Carrie Blakely
Whitney Bowling
Sabrina Brown
Diana Browning
Barbara Canales
Ashley Chesney
Cathy Crabtree
Lisa Davis
Susan Delclos
Mindy Ellmer
Sondra Eoff
Kathy Grant
Shannon Gulley
Lisa Halfmann
Alison Hannah
Rebecca Hawn
Tracey Hayes
Lynne Henderlong-Rhea

Connie Hennen
Deanna Hoerauf
Lisa Hughes
Marie Keener
Tracey King
Cheryl Leonard
Earlene Lynch
Ellen Magnis
Carol McGarah
Karen McMurray
Janetta Michaels
Julie Mueller
Amber Pearce
Joy Hughes Rauls
Dawn Robinson
Stephanie South
Jennifer Stevens
Elizabeth Sweney
Laura Templeton
Kristi Tonn
Leslie Ward
Stacey Zoll
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CHAPTER

The mission of CACTX is to 
restore the lives of abused 
children by supporting 
CACs in partnership with 
local communities and 
agencies investigating and 
prosecuting child abuse.

(800) 255-2574 | (512) 258-9920 | Fax: (512) 258-9926

www.cactx.org | mail@cactx.org
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Children’s Advocacy Centers™ of Texas, Inc.
1501 West Anderson Lane, Building B-1 
Austin, Texas 78757


