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Supporting CACs, communities, and agencies investigating and prosecuting child abuse

Do You Have the Courage to Speak Out and Protect a Child?

we aim to inspire and empower adults to
begin taking those steps.”

Every day at the 64 children’s advocacy
centers across our state we see child victims
summon the immense courage it takes to come
forward and disclose what has happened to
them. You can help these children and protect
others from becoming victims. Are you one
with courage? Go to www.onewithcourage.org
to learn what you can do to stop child 
sexual abuse.

reality of child sexual abuse. Kicking-off
this statewide initiative, Joy Rauls,
Executive Director of CACTX, issued a
challenge to the people of Texas— “Child
sexual abuse is a difficult issue, but our
message is a hopeful one. We can put an
end to this epidemic by uniting together to
collectively take the seemingly small
steps—acknowledge this issue, learn the
signs of abuse, spread the word within your
community. Through “One With Courage”,

If a child made an outcry to you about
being sexually abused, would you have the
courage to listen to that child and believe
what they had to say? Would you have the
courage to report the abuse? Thankfully
most of us will never have to answer these
questions, but that doesn’t mean that the
reality of child sexual abuse should be
something we are not willing to talk openly
about and acknowledge its existence.

Child sexual abuse is not bound by race,
class, religion, economic circumstances or
familial ties. It happens across all strata of our
society. Unfortunately, though, it is a difficult
topic to discuss and many people prefer to
pretend it doesn’t exist in their communities,
homes, and families. It is a crime of secrecy
that sadly breeds within our society precisely
because it is so difficult to talk about.

This August CACTX unveiled a new public
awareness campaign— “One With Courage”
—that challenges adults to acknowledge the

Of the total number of children served by CACs

last year 74% were involved in sexual abuse

cases, 98% knew their perpetrator and 27%
were not old enough to attend kindergarten.

The Children’s Advocate 

State Senator Florence Shapiro
kicks off the campaign at a Plano
press event.

Attorney General Greg Abbott and Dr. Michelle Lyn,
former CACTX board member, address the crowd at
the Houston press conference.
Go to http://www.oag.state.tx.us/ to see a video of
the event.

         



Children’s Advocacy
Centers of Texas 
Annual Conference: 

Celebrating 15 Years,
Partners in Courage

Make plans now to join child
protection professionals and
community volunteers from
across the state for the annual
conference of Texas CACs.The
15th annual conference will be
held October 25th–27th at the
Omni Hotel Downtown Austin.
Social Work and LPC continuing
education credits as well as law
enforcement TCLEOSE credits
will be offered.To learn more
about conference speakers and
events or to register go to
www.cactx.org.

Save the Date

Thanks to a $25,000 sponsorship from Blue
Cross and Blue Shield of Texas (BCBSTX),
the state’s largest health insurer, the “One With
Courage” message will reach even more
Texans. With this generous gift, CACTX will
be able to roll out additional public service
announcements during the campaign.

We are pleased to have the support of this Texas-born company.
BCBSTX is dedicated to working alongside local organizations to
improve the well-being of disadvantaged children. This commitment
has been an important part of the company’s heritage since the
very beginning and a cornerstone of their business—from employee
volunteers who participate in the Blue Corps team—to financial

support/sponsorship of successful health 
initiatives in the communities where Texans
live, work and do business.

In announcing BCBSTX’s sponsorship,
Darren Rodgers, President, Blue Cross and
Blue Shield of Texas, remarked that “Since
our founding more than 80 years ago as the

only statewide customer-owned health insurer, we have sought to
remain a vital part of Texas communities. We are committed to
partnering with local organizations to improve the well-being of
the communities where we live and work, and we are honored to
support your efforts.” CACTX is honored to have their support as
well as we work together to protect the children of Texas.

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Texas—A Company with Courage

Senator Chris Harris and Representative John Otto have been announced as the recipients
of the 2010 CACTX Legislative Excellence Awards. The Legislative Excellence Awards
Luncheon will be held in Austin, Wednesday, October 27th at the Omni Hotel Downtown.

In announcing the selection of Senator Harris and Representative Otto CACTX Board
President Diana Browning noted that “Children’s advocacy centers (CACs) throughout
Texas are fortunate to have a number of friends and supporters working on behalf of child
abuse victims in the legislature. Among those, these two legislators stand out and we are
very pleased to recognize their commitment to our cause.” 

Senator Harris’ district is served by the Children’s Advocacy Center for Denton County,
Dallas Children’s Advocacy Center and Alliance for Children serving Tarrant County. 

CACs in Representative Otto’s district include Bridgehaven Children’s Advocacy Center
(Dayton), Childrenz HAVEN (Livingston) and The Children’s Safe Harbor/Montgomery
County CAC (Conroe).

For ticket and sponsorship information contact Amarilis Castillo at acastillo@cactx.org.

Legislative
Excellence
Awards

Honorees
Announced

State Senator 
Chris Harris

State Representative 
John Otto

More Corporate 
Partners with Courage
CACTX gratefully acknowledges the
support of the following companies that
have joined Blue Cross and Blue Shield
of Texas as sponsors of the “One With
Courage” campaign:

                



    



If a child outcries:

DO:
• Remain calm.
• Believe the child.
• Allow the child to talk.
• Show interest and concern.
• Reassure and support the child.
• Take action. It could save a child’s life.

DON’T:
• Panic or overreact.
• Press the child to talk.
• Promise anything you can’t  control.
• Confront the offender.
• Blame or minimize the child’s feelings.
• Overwhelm the child with questions.

One with Courage is Children’s Advocacy Centers of Texas, Inc.’s statewide initiative centered around the
courage it takes to talk about child sexual abuse. As the nation’s leading membership association of Children’s
Advocacy Centers, our goal each and every day is to change the way Texas responds to child abuse. You can
help—learn the signs, share this information, and be the One with Courage to make a difference.

In Texas there are 

64 children’s advocacy 

centers that reach

93% of the 

state's population.

To find a children’s 

advocacy center in your 

area go to www.cactx.org.

Remember, you are obligated by law to report suspected child abuse.

If you suspect a child is in immediate danger, call 911. In Texas, call the
abuse and neglect hotline at 800.252.5400. Outside of Texas, visit
www.onewithcourage.org for a list of resources.

Statewide sponsor:

(www.bcbstx.com)



American Electric Power

Amerigroup Texas

Bank of the West

Browning Properties

Escamilla and Poneck

Frost National Bank

Looper, Reed & McGraw

Madeline McClure/
TexProtects

Maxwell Locke & Ritter

Scott & White

Southwest Airlines

Standard Sales Company, L.P.

State Farm Companies

Tex-Trude

TXU Energy

Foundations
Dodge Jones Foundation

AMERIGROUP Foundation

Organizations
Children’s Hospital Assoc. 

of Texas

University of North Texas-
URCM

Sigma Alpha Epsilon, UT

Public Partners
Southern Regional CAC

National Children’s Alliance

Corporate &
Business 
Employee Gifts
Applied Materials

Global Impact
IBM
Local Independent Charities 

of Texas
United Way Special

Distribution Account

Individuals
Isidro Alaniz
Billy Aldrich
Hwi Allen
Elba Alston
Nathaniel Anowey
Anne Ballantyne
B.W. Beckham IV
Louis and Cynthia Beecherl III
Rick and Cissy Beeler
Deborah Bell
Beatrice Birchak
Edward and Amy Boyer II
John and Carol Brejot
Abenaa Brewster
Lois Brown
C.L. Brown III
Gary Brown
David and Cecelia Bruner
Larry and Cheryl Bryan
Jeffrey Bryant
Don Buckner
Laura Burney
Blanca Bustos
Ivan Buznego
E.L. and Beth Caraway
Michael Christerson
Wayne and Terri Christian
Joe and Ashby Christian
Ryan Coffey
Margaret Compton-Hall

Celia Coon
Luis Corona-Azanza
Edward Cosgrove
Maria Dallas
Brenda Daul
Susan Debruyn
Evelyn Delgado
Lisa Dicke
Malcolm and Lisa Donnell
Glenn Dubcak
Jammie Duggan
Lori Dye
Mohammad Ebrahimian
Lindsey El Hattab
Jeanette Elias
Brent and Michelle Flabiano
Robert and Sharon Floyd
John and Lynn E. Foster
Maria Franklin
Jaqueline Franklin
D.A. Frater
Andres Garcia Jr.
Stanley and Sara Lee Gardner
Joan Germany
John and Cami C. Goff
Janie Gorostieta
Taylor and Heather Grimes
Graciela Guerra
Robert and Molly Halpin Jr.
Carol Hammack
Roy Hanson
Pierce Harrington
Kanitia Harris
Julian and Kellye Hawes Jr.
John Hebert
Ann Henry

(continued on page 4)

Corporations

Cookin' Up FUNds
and Growing Support

SAE Philanthropy Chairman Taylor Massey presents proceeds check from
Cookin’ for Kids event at CACTX Board meeting

In the eight years that the members of the University
of Texas chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon (SAE)
Fraternity have held the Cookin’ for Kids event—a 
day-long cook-off with teams drawn from their own
chapter membership and from other SAE chapters at
colleges and universities in the state—they have raised
more than $60,000 to support the services that CACs in
Texas provide for abused children. CACTX is honored
to partner with this outstanding group of young men
and encourages them to continue their support of the
CACTX mission— “to restore the lives of abused 
children” —by becoming involved with the children’s
advocacy center in the communities where they will
live, work and raise their families.

Stay Connected!
Sign up now for the CACTX E-Newsletter: Email acastillo@cactx.org and let us know you want to receive the e-newsletter 

with timely updates on advocacy issues and developments throughout the state.
You can also follow CACTX online on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. Check it out and let us know what you think.

Donors
We wish to thank

the following

companies 

and individuals

who have made 

gifts to support

Children’s

Advocacy Centers

of Texas from 

February 1, 2010–

July 31, 2010.
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Donors
(continued from page 3)

Robert Wood
Loyd Wright
Richard and Carrie Yates
J. Brooks and Linda Yates
Sonia  Zuniga

Honor Gifts 
& Memorials

In Honor of 
The Laredo MDT Team 
and Chilo Alaniz

Mary and Robert Freeman

In Honor of Dallas
Children’s Advocacy Center

Lyda Akin

In Honor of Cathy Crabtree
Trish Remington

In Honor of 
Trudy Deen Davis

James and 
Virginia Lukefahr

In Honor of Doris Foor
Susan Morgan

In Honor of Matthew and
Caroline Hostick

Carol and Rodney Green

In Honor of Staff and Board
of the Johnson County CAC

Nella and Johnny Wright

In Honor of Ada McCloud
Wayne Smith

Corazon Urgena
Debbie Valero
Robert Vaughn
Bryan Wagner
Shirley Walcik
John Walter Jr.
Barbara Watkins
Meghan Weller
Lazarus White
Wilma White
Preston Wilson

In Honor of Allie Raye Miller
Andrea Hansford

In Honor of Cian Monyer
Joseph and 
Nedra-Su Monyer

In Honor of Susan Oliva
Harriet Winters
Carol and Hugh Connolly

In Honor of Linda Patton
Denise and Bill Boyett

In Honor of 
Michelle Raymond

Evelia Raymond
Vivian Gould

In Honor of Rebecca Truette
Elaine and Charles Emery

In Honor of John Wyckoff
Peggy Atwell

In Memory of 
Janet Anderson

Debra Shapira

In Memory of 
John B. Rasberry, Jr.

Trudy Deen and 
Gary Davis

In Memory of 
William Redmond

David Donohue

In Memory of Gregory Rolfe
Loretta Geick

Rebecca Hensley
Gail and Mark Herbold
W.M. and Andree P. Hickey
Brad Hickman
Deanna and Ryan Hoerauf
Shirley Howard
John and Cherie Howell Jr. 
H. Taylor and Lucy T. Inman
Vichet Inson
Ronald and Pamela K. Jackson
James Jenkins Sr. 
Johnny and Amy Johnson
Christopher Jordan
Theoni Kaldis
Lee Kendrick
Jeffrey Kennedy
Patrick King
Marilyn and Robert King
Michael Klein
Robert and Deborah Knapp
Doug and Valerie Knight
Lucy Kranz
Michael Lafitte
Wendy Landrum
James and Debra Lehman
Stephen and Alicia Lindsey
Kimberly Loyola
Patricia Lumpkin
Larry and Joyce Mabra
Kurt and Roblyn Mai
Paul and Rebecca Marsh
Edward Martin
Cynthia Martinez-Garcia
Kirk and Ellen Massey
Colin Massey
Cleber Massey
Jacquelynn McKnight
Teresa Melhado
Thomas Miglin
Kimberly Miloch
Inez Montague
Clifton Montgomery
Chris and Kathleen Montoya
Edgar and Jane C. Morrison

Ingrid Moursund
Carlette Muhammad
Gene and Charlene Needles
L. Lynn Newman
Mary Nommensen
Martin O'Donnell
Michael Oneill
Sally Owen
Martin and Sherry Lynn Parrish
Sara Paschall Dodd
Alfred Pittman
Jack Rattikin Jr. 
Maribeth and Robert Reeb
Chuck and Jennifer Rice
Jayne and Larry Richardson
Brett Ringle
Penny Robinson
Stewart and Donna Robinson
Jefferson Rodgers
Sylvia Ruvalcaba
David Rylander
Esteban Salazar
Arthur Salguero
Don and Donna Sample
Francisco Sanchez
Gregory and Theresa Sexton
Daniel and Nancy Shank
Don and Maria Shannon
Elvira Siordia
Stephanie Sipila
Edward Slaughter Jr.
Gail Smith
Debra Smith
Larry Souder and Gwyn Hoskins
Mark and Carolyn S. Speese
Stefanie Spigner
Sabrena Stout
Patricia Stroupe
Glen Sutton
Debra and Paul Tagg
James and Kendall D. Tamlyn
Tara Tanner
Peter Tay
John Thompson Jr.
James and Alice Timmins
Sondra Turner
George and Alexandra Tyson Jr.

1in 4
1in 6

before18

One in four girls 

and one in six boys 

will be sexually

abused before 

their 18th birthday.

                                                   


